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Veyron is faster than a
Formula One car

One family estate no

has as much power as

the fastest road car in
the world 18 years ago

against even James Hunt's F1 car, the Bugatti
would not see which way it went. Even so, I find
it astonishing that a mere road car, albeit one
costing £810,000, will not only accelerate as fast
as an F1 car — at least until around 60mph — but
has more power too: even Fernando Alonso's
Renault doesn't have 1000bhp.

And the inevitable effect of all this power at the
top end of the market is that everything else gets
dragged along in its wake. Many of the cars used
by my Pt Club have power outputs that were the
stuff of dreams just a few short years ago — the
550bhp Ford GT, the 571bhp Lamborghini
Murciélago and the BMW M5, which has an “M”
button that boosts the bhp by about 100 up to

507bhp, are just three of the more powerful ones
on offer. Perhaps more amazingly still, Mercedes
now offers a standard estate car — the E 55 AMG
— with 476bhp, which is about the same power
as the Ferrari F40 had in 1987, That's the stage
we've reached: a family estate now has as much
power as the fastest road car the world had ever
seen 18 years ago. Imagine an estate with
1000bhp and top speed of 250mph. Sounds
ludicrous? At this rate we'll be there by 2023.

Details of P1 membership and the club’s fleet
(with a combined 17914bhp) can be found
at www.plinternational.com or by calling
01372 374 400
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ever to be put on sale. A racing car for
the road with outlandish looks and a
savage kick, it turned real men into
gibbering wrecks with one flex of the
accelerator. Hugely significant, not least
because it was the last model to be

launched in Enzo Ferrari's lifetime

PORSCHE 959

In its era, a technological tour de force,
with a 450bhp engine, a six-speed
gearbox and an ultra sophisticated
four-wheel drive system. Most famous,
probably unfairly, for not quite doing
200mph (it was good for 197mph), the
car represented Porsche at its creative
and practical best. When it first appeared
it was the fastest car in the world, yet
would cruise the highways of Europe at
ludicrous speeds with all the reliability of
a VW Golf. A performance landmark
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__world leaders in marine electronics.




